
Grade 6 Summer Reading List  2014    Mr. Ankrom 

Note: These books are recommended titles.  However, if you discover other YA book titles that 

you are fond of, you may choose to do a book reflection about one or two of those titles. What 

counts is that the books you read should have a personal and positive impact on you.  

 

1. The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak 

In the throes of atrocities from 1939 Nazi Germany, atrocities against humanity abound.  Liesel 

Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by 

stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing 

foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as 

well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.  This book will leave you with the impression that 

books have an important value for our minds and souls.   

 
 

2. Heaven is For Real  by Todd Burpo and Lynn Vincent 
 

A young boy endures surgery, and, after seeing his doctors working to save his life, is able to 
visit heaven and recall the true wonders of what he has witnessed.  Heaven Is for Real is the 
true story of the four-year old son of a small town Nebraska pastor, told mostly in the boy’s 
own words, about the great things our Creator has in store for us. 

 
 

3. Drita, My Homegirl  by Jenny Lombard  

When ten-year-old Drita and her family move from Kosovo to New York, Drita is teased about 
not speaking English well. A popular student named Maxie is forced to learn about Kosovo as a 
punishment for teasing Drita and the two girls miraculously become friends. The story is told 
from the point of view of both girls.  While Maxie’s  tough-girl personality seemingly reveals a 
confident individual, she is hiding a secret so dark that she feels she cannot tell anyone about it.  
Later, when Drita’s mother becomes ill, this story shows how true friendship can overcome any 
differences in ethnicity or culture.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



4. I Funny or I Even Funnier   by James Patterson. 

This is a good story which chronicles middle school life.  Jamie Grimm is a charismatic and 
interesting adolescent, who happens to be wheelchair-bound. Living with an aunt and uncle, 
and tormented by their son Steve, Jamie still avoids being discouraged when he enters a 
contest called “The Planet’s Funniest Kid Comic.”  These two books reveal the journey that 
Jamie takes in attaining his goal, and achieving more than even he could ever imagine.  You may 
choose to read and write about only one of these two titles, but either one or both will be sure 
to give you inspiration for succeeding in middle school, no matter what obstacles you may 
encounter.   

 
5. 11 Birthdays  by Wendy Mass 

 
After celebrating their first nine same-day birthdays together, best friends Amanda and Leo had 
a misunderstanding on their tenth birthday and have not spoken since. Since not 
communicating with each other for the last year, they prepare to celebrate their eleventh 
birthday separately. Soon peculiar things begin to happen as the day of their birthday begins to 
repeat itself over and over again.  This strange pattern continues until Amanda finally comes to 
grips with how meaningful her longtime friendship with Leo truly is.   
 
 

6. Soul Surfer   by Bethany Hamilton  

This the inspiring true story of teen surfer Bethany Hamilton, who lost her arm in a shark attack 
in Hawaii and courageously overcame all odds to become a champion again, inspiring millions 
through the love of her family, her sheer determination, and her unwavering faith.  A natural 
talent who took to the waves at a young age, she was competing in national competitions, 
when everything changed in a heartbeat.  In the wake of this life-changing event, Bethany's 
feisty determination and steadfast faith spur her toward an adventurous comeback that 
inspires her to turn her loss into a gift for others. 

 

7. Any of the Percy Jackson & the Olympians series books  by Rick Riordan 

Learn about—and become hooked upon—Greek mythology as you follow the epic journeys 
embedded in any one of these highly popular titles: 

1. The Lightning Thief  
2. The Sea of Monsters  
3. The Titan's Curse  
4. The Battle of the Labyrinth  
5. The Last Olympian  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lightning_Thief
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sea_of_Monsters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Titan%27s_Curse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Battle_of_the_Labyrinth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Last_Olympian


 
 
 
 
 


